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though they had been in the camp, not without greater com-
motion and more sudden affray. And, sith also the adventures
of the war seldom pass without some mishap, we be well content
and right glad that it is rather fallen upon the horses than upon
the men; of whose return so whole, with so few of our well
beloved subjects lost, we right heartily thank God, your and their
valiant acquital, with your good and prudent conduct. And we
desire you to give on our behalf our right especial thanks to the
Lord Dacre for his valiant, faithful, diligent and painful service,
as well at Jedburgh as at Ferneherst. . . .

Moreover, where it is your conjecture and opinion, that the
Duke will suddenly gather up thirty thousand men of the
countries next adjoining to our Borders, and with them so reared,
and with the Frenchmen, make an invasion into our land for
two or three days, and thereupon suddenly depart, and that he
were likely thus to do before the Saturday next after the said
date of your letters; albeit this thing was by you right wisely
doubted and forecast, yet we verily think that ye have by this
time found it otherwise. For we cannot suppose either that he
can well come with his company, sea-beaten, from Dunbritain1
so far off, so soon, nor with so great celerity raise so much people,
and march on so fast, nor will himself come in person to that
invasion that should hold so few days. But for the doubt of all
sudden invasions, whereof is not unlikely diverse at sundry times
to be made, our advice and counsel is, that our subjects the
Borderers, as much as they conveniently can, should convey
farther up from the Borders all such things as by sudden incur-
1 sions might be bereft them or destroyed. And if ye shall perceive
great gathering toward, and assembling of much people, and
mighty puissance reared, we wot it well we shall not need to
admonish you to strength your self with substantial number
according, out of the shires within your commission. And else
we doubt it not we shall need as little to put you in remembrance
to spare our charges, to the good husbanding whereof ye have,
and have had, in all your doings, a right vigilant eye. . . .